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Listing of Claims 

1 .(currently amended) A data processing method for running on a data processing host in a 
data processing system, the data processing system comprising a plurality of data processing 
hosts, the method comprising the steps of: 

maintaining a host information repository comprising host infonnation for each of two or 
more of the plurality of data processing hosts, the host information comprising details 
relating to hoat c o nfigurati o n of products installed on the host and how such installed products 



arc configured 



obtaining program requirements comprising details relating to host configuration required 
for ex ecuti ng ; i program ; 

identifying from the host information repository according to the obtained program 
requirements one or more data processing hosts capable of executing the program; and 

causing execution of the program on one of the one or more data processing hosts 
identified as capable of executing the program. 



2.(original) 
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receivi ng the host information for a data processing host in a message sent from the data ~ 



A method as claimed in claim 1 farther comprising the step of: 



processing ho ft. 

3.(currently amended) A method as claimed in either claim 1 or claim 2 wherein the host 
information farther comprises details relating to host state. 
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4.(original) A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein: 



S.(original) 



executing the 
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the prclgram requirements further comprise details relating to one or more host 
configurations required for the program to communicate with; 

the identifying step further identifying one or more data processing hosts suitable for the 
program to co nmunicate with; and 

the causing step further making the program aware of one or more data processing hosts 
suitable for it to communicate with. 



A method as claimed in claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 



receiving a program execution policy comprising a subset of program requirements; 

identifying from a program repository comprising program requirements for a plurality of 
programs one or more programs with program requirements which comprise the program 
execution policy; and 

repeati ng the obtaining, identifying one or more data processing hosts capable of 



program, and causing steps for each of the one or more programs with program 



requirements which comprise the program execution policy. 



6.(original) 



A method as claimed in claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 



receiving a host execution policy comprising a subset of host information; 
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a data process 
out a method 
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identifying from the host repository one or more data processing hosts with host 
information wpich comprises the host execution policy; and 

repeating the obtaining, identifying one or more data processing hosts capable of 
executing the program, and causing steps for a plurality of programs; 

wherein the identifying one or more data processing hosts capable of executing the program step 
considers onl> the one or more data processing hosts with host information which comprises the 
host execution policy. 

7. (original) A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein program requirements further comprise 
one or more ojher programs and wherein the method further comprises the step of: 

repeating the obtaining, identifying one or more data processing hosts capable of 
executing the urogram , and causing steps for each of the other programs identified in the program 
requirements 

8. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the program is for testing a 
product installed qt\ one or more of the plurality of data processing hosts. 



A computer program product recorded on a computer readable medium, 
product comprising instructions which, when executed on a data processing host in 
ng system comprising a plurality of data processing hosts, cause said host to carry 
Comprising the steps of. 



maintaining a host information repository comprising host information for each of two or 
more of the plurality of data processing hosts, the host information comprising details 
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i doling to ho a ■ mnfigimtion of products installed on the host and how such installed products 
arc configured 



obtaining program requirements comprising details relating to host configuration required 
for executing a program; 

identifying from the host information repository according to the obtained program 
requirements one or more data processing hosts capable of executing the program; and 

causing execution of the program on one of the one or more data processing hosts 
identified as cipablc of executing the program. 



lO.(original) 
comprises the 



A computer program product as claimed in claim 9, wherein the method further 
step of: 



receiving the host information for a data processing host in a message sent from the data 



processing host 



11. (original) 
maintained in 

12. (originu1) 



A computer program product as claimed in claim 9 wherein the host information 
the host information repository further comprises details relating to host state. 

A computer program product as claimed in claim 9 wherein: 



the prdgram requirements further comprise details relating to one or more host 
configurations required for the program to communicate with; 
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the identifying step further identifying one or more data processing hosts suitable for the 
program to cofnmunicate with; and 

the cat sing step further making the program aware of one or more data processing hosts 
suitable for it |o communicate with. 



1 3. (original) 
comprises the 



A computer program product as claimed in claim 9, wherein the method further 
steps of: 



14. (original) 
comprises the 



receiving a program execution policy comprising a subset of program requirements; 

identifying from a program repository comprising program requirements for a plurality of 
programs one or more programs with program requirements which comprise the program 
execution policy; and 

repeating the obtaining, identifying one or more data processing hosts capable of 
executing the >rogram, and causing steps for each of the one or more programs with program 
requirements ^hich comprise the program execution policy. 



A computer program product as claimed in claim 9, wherein the method further 
steps of: 



receiving a host execution policy comprising a subset of host information; 

identifying from the host repository one or more data processing hosts with host 
information wjiich comprises the host execution policy; and 
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repeating the obtaining, identifying one or more data processing hosts capable of 
executing the >rogram, and causing steps for a plurality of programs; 



wherein the idlcntifyi 
considers only 
host execution 



ing one or more data processing hosts capable of executing the program step 
the one or more data processing hosts with host information which comprises the 
policy. 



1 5. (original) A computer program product as claimed in claim 9 wherein program 
requirements further comprise one or more other programs and wherein the method further 
comprises the step of: 

repeating the obtaining, identifying one or more data processing hosts capable of 
executing the program, and causing steps for each of the other programs identified in the program 
requirements. 

16. (currcntly 
program is for 



ajm ended) A computer program product as claimed in claim 9 wherein the 
testing a product installed $n one or more of the plurality of data processing hosts. 



1 7.(currently ajmended) A data processing system comprising a plurality of data processing 
hosts wherein at least one data processing host comprises: 

mainta ning means for maintaining a host information repository comprising host 
information for each of two or more of the plurality of data processing hosts, the host information 
comprising details relating to host conliguiatum of products installed on the host and how such 
installed products are configured : 



03 

m 

CO 
H 

I 



CO 

r— 
m 

o 

o 

"O 



10/044.729(GB9-%Q01-0025USI) 



-7- 



PAGE 10/16 * RCVDAT 8/16/2005 9:51:16 AM [Eastern Daylight Tine] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/26* DNIS:2738300 • CSID:919-2544330* DURATION (mm-ss):03.16 



•2005-08-16 09:54 



919-254-4330 



919-254-4330 » USPTO 



PATENT 

IBM Docket No. GB9-2001-0025US1 

obtaining means for obtaining program requirements comprising details relating to host 
configuration required for executing a program; 



host 
the obtained 
program; and 



identifying means for identifying from the host information repository according to 
p'Ogram requirements one or more data processing hosts capable of executing the 



executi on means for causing execution of the program on one of the one or more data 
processing ho^ts identified as capable of executing the program. 



18.(original) 



means 



19. (original) 
details relating 

20. (original) 



the hos: 
hosts suitable 

the execution 
processing hosts 
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A system as claimed in claim 17 further comprising: 



for receiving host information for a data processing hosts in a message sent from 
the data procci sing host 



A system as claimed in claim 17 wherein host information further comprises 
to host state. 

A system as claimed in claim 17 wherein: 



prograrii requirements further comprise details relating to one or more host configurations 
required for th<; program to communicate with; 



identifying means is further operable to identify one or more data processing 
lor the program to communicate with; and 

means is further operable to make the program aware of one or more data 
suitable for it to communicate with. 
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A system as claimed in claim 17 further comprising: 



for receiving a program execution policy comprising a subset of program 
and 



21. (original) 

means 
requirements; 

means for identifying from a program repository comprising program requirements for a 
plurality of programs one or more programs with program requirements which comprise the 
program execution policy; 

wherein the obtaining means, host identifying means, and execution means are operable for each 
of the plurality of programs which comprise the program execution policy. 



22.(original) 



means 



means 
host information 



wherein the obtaining means, host identifying means, and execution means are operable for a 
plurality of pre grams; and 



host 



wherein the 
hosts with host 
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A system as claimed in claim 17 further comprising; 



br receiving a host execution policy comprising a subset of host information; and 



or identifying from the host repository one or more data processing hosts with 
which comprises the host execution policy; 



identifying means is operable to consider only the one or more data processing 
information which comprises the host execution policy. 
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23. (original) 
one or more 
means are opctable 



24.(original) 
installed one 
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A system as claimed in claim 1 7 wherein program requirements further comprise 
programs and wherein obtaining means, host identifying means, and execution 
for each of the other programs identified in the program requirements. 



other 



A system as claimed in claim 1 7 wherein the program is for testing a product 
o[r more of the plurality of data processing hosts. 
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